THE 


MEMOIRES 
Monſieur Du Val; 


CONTAINING THE 


HISTORY 


OF HIS 


LIFE ad DEATH. 


Whereunto are annexed 


His laſt Speech and Epitaph. 


— 
wa 


— Ay quis LEE 
Opprobriis aignos latraverit, integer ipſe, 
Solventur riſu tabule.— —._—. 


Horat, 


ct. 


ks 
| 0000 = >— on ep — WG = ——_ — = —_— 


DUBL IN, 


Reprinted by Benjamin Tooke, Printer to the King's moſt 
Excellent Majeſty, and are to be fold by 
Samnel Dancer, 1n Caſileſtreet. 


if 
a" -# 


— ———— 


(2 - 


LLL020L0960LC002L6 


THE 
LIFE ad DEATH 


Claude Du Vall. 


Laude Du Vall was born Anno, 1643s at Domfront in Nor= 
mandy, a place very famous for the excellency and 
healthfulneſs' ofthe Air,and for the produ@ion of Mer- 
curial wits - At the time of his birth (as we have ſince 
) found by reCification'ofhis nativity by accidents) there 
"> = was a conjunftion of Venus and Merenry', certain 
preſages of very good fortune, but of a ſhort continuatice. His Fa- 
ther was Pierre Dx V'sll a Miller, his Mother Marguerite De la Roche 
a Taylors Daughter, I hear no hurt of his Parents, they lived in as 
nuch reputation ang honcſty, as their conditions and occupations 
would permtt. ' - | | | ks AY. 
. .;Thgreare.ſome that confidently averr he was born in Smock-ally 
without Biſhopsgare, that his Father was a Cook, and ſold boyld beef 
and porrage : But this report 1s as falſeasit is defamatory and malict- 
ous, and *cis caſte to difprove it ſeveral waies , I will only urge one 
demonſtrative-argument againſt it, If hehad beeit born chere he had 
been no Frenchman, but it he had not been a Frenchmai , *civ abfo- 
Juedly impoſſible he ſhould have been ſo miick beloved in his life; and 
lamented at his death by the Engliſk Ladies.” oo be 
His father and mother had not been long muarcied when Margzerite 
long*d for pudding and mince pye, which the good man wavfain to 
beg for her at ar bagiuſh Merchants in Rezen, which was a certain fin 
of. his inclination ro England, They were very merry at his chriſt. 
ning, and his father without any in, paid alfo'theri the fees for 
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(4) 
is burial, which is an extraordinary cuſtom at Domfront, not exer- 
civ'd any whereelſe in all France,and of which 1 count my ſeſſobli- 
ved to give the Reader a particular accaQunte | A 

1:1 the dayes of Charles the ninth of that name, the Curatc of Dom 
front (for lothe French name him iwþhom we cal) Parſon and Vicar) 
out of his own head began a ſtrange innovation and oppreſlion in 
that Pariſh ; that is, he abſolutely denied to baptize any of their chi!- 
dren, if they would not at the ſame time pay him alſo the funeral 
fees, and what was worſe, he would givetyem no reaſon for this alte- 
ration, bvt only promiſed to enter bond for himſelf and his ſucceſ- 
ſors, that hereafter all perſons paying ſo at theft chriſtning, ſhould: be 
buried gratis : What think ye the poor people diy in 'this caſe? they 
did not pull hisſurplice over his ears, tear his Maſs book, nor throw 
crickets at his head ; no, they humbly deſired him to alter his reſol- 
tion,and amicably reaſon'd with him 3 but he being a capricious fe!- 
low, gave them ro other anſwer, but, What I have done] have done, 
take your remedy where yoa can find it, *cis not for men of my coar 
to give an account of my. a&ions to the Laity, Which was a ſurly 
and quarrelſome anſwer, and unbefitting a. Prieſt. Yet this did not 
provoke his Pariſhioners to ſpeak one ill word againſt his perſgn or 
fun&ion, or do any illegal at. They only' took th | 
complaining of him to his ordinary, the Archbiſhop of Rowen. Up- 
on ſummons he appears, the Archbiſhop takes him up roundly, tells 
him he deſerves deprivation, if that can be proved which is obje&ed 
againſt him. And asks him what he has tofay for himſelf ? Aﬀter his 
due reverence, he anſwers, that he acknowledges thefaR, to fave the 
time of examining witneſſes, but deſires his Grace to hear his reaſons, 
and thendo unto him as he ſhall ſee caufe. 1 have been,ſfayes he, Cu» 
rate of this Pariſh theſe ſeven years in that time | have one year with 
ancthcr baptized an hundred children, and buried not one. Ar firſt 
1rejoyced at my good fortune to be placed info good an air ; But 
looking into the Regiſter book Ifound for an hundred years back near 
"the ſame number yearly baptized, and nor one above five year old bus 
ried. And which did more amaze mel find the number of the Com- 


' municants to be no greater now than they were then : this ſeem'd to 


me a great myſtery, but upon further inpuiry I found out the true 
cauſe of it, for all that were born at Domfront were hanged at Rogen, 
] did this to keep my Pariſhioners from hanging, incouraging them 

todie at home, the burial duties being already paid. 
The Archbiſhop demanded of the Pariſhioners whether this was true 
or 
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or not? they anſwered that too many of them cameto that unlucky 
end at K-#en, Well then ſaid he, I approve O& what the Curate has 
done, and will cauſe my Secretary in Perpetuam re: memoriam to make 
an Act of it, which AG the Curate carried home with him, and the 
Pariſh cheerfully ſubmitted to it, and have found much good by it ; 
for within leſs then twenty years there died fifteen of natural deaths, 
and now there die three or four yearly. 

x But to return to D# Yall, *twill not I hope be expe&ed that1 
ſhould in a true Hiſtory, play the Romancer, and deſcribe all his a&i- 
ons from his Cradle to his Saddle, telling what childiſh ſports he 
was beſt at, and who were [11s play fellows, that were enough to make 
thetruth of the whole narration ſuſpefed, only one important 
accident I ought not to omit. 

An old eryer counted very expert in Phyſiognomy and judi- 
cial Aſtrology, came on a time tO ſee cld Du Vall and his Wife, (for 
{o we call him to diſtinguifh him from his Son) they had then by ex- 
traordinary good fortune ſome Norman Wine, that is Cider in their 
houſe, of which they were very liberal to this old Frier, whom they 
made heartily. welcom, thinking nothing too good for him. 

"For thoſe filly people, who know no better, count it a great honour 
and favour,when any religions perſon, as Prieſt or Frier are plea(['d to 
give them a viſit, and to eat and drink with them, As theſe three were 
litting by the fire, and chirping over their cups, in comes Claxd, and 
broke the Friers-draught, who fix*d his eyes attentively upon him, 
without ſpeaking one word for the ſpace of half an hour, to che 
amazement of Claxdes parents, who ſeeing the Frier neither fpeak 
nor drink imagined he was fick, and courteouſly ask*e him, Brother 
what ails ye ? are yenot well ? wby do you ſo look upon our Son ? 
The Frier having rous'd him ſelf out of his Extafie : is that ftripling 
fajes he your Son? to which after they had replyed yes, come hither 
boy quoth he, aud looking upon his head, he perceived he had two 
Crowns, a certain ſign that he ſhouſd be a Travellour. This chil faies 
he will be a Travellour, and he ſhall never, during his life, be long 
without money ; and where ever he goes, he will be in the extrao;- 
dinary favour with Women of the higheſt condition. Now from this 
ſtory the certainty of Phyfiognomy and Judicial Aſtrology is evident 
ly proved, ſo that from hence forward who ever ſhall preſume to de- 
py it, Ought not to be eſteemed a perſon in his right wits. 

Piere and Margaerite look't upon the Frier as an Oracle, ard migh- 
tily rejoyced at their Sons fortune 3 but it could not enter into their 
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imagination how this ſhould come to pals, having nothing to leave 
him as a foundation'to build fo great a Struture upons |! 
"The Boy grew up and [poke the language of the Country fluently, 


which is Lawyers French, and which (ifTſhould not offend the Ladies 


in comparing our Language with m_— as much inferiour to that at 
Paris, as Devonſhire or Somerſetſhire Engliſh to that ſpoken at Phitehall, 
' 1 ſpeak not this co diſgrace him, for could he have ſpoke never fo 
good French, it is not in ſuch high eſteem there as it is here; andir 


_ 


very rarely happens that upon that account alone, any great mans 
Danghter runs away With a Lacquey. | 
When he was about thirteen or fourteen years old, his friends mu- 
ſtered their forces together to ſet him up in the world, they bought 
him ſhoes and ſtockings for {according to the Jaudable cuftom of chat 
country of inuring their youth to hardſhip) Gill then he had never 
worn any, they alſo bought him a Suit of the Brokers, gaue him their 
blefſing and twenty Sozs in his pocket, and threw an old ſhooe after 
bim, and big him go ſeek his fortune : This throwing of an ol&ſhooe 
after him was looked upon as a great piece of prodigality in Norman- 
dy, where they areſo confiderable a merchandize ; the Citizens wives 
of the beſt quality, wearing old ſhooes chalked, whence I ſuppoſe our 
eafon of wearing Site ſhoves derives Its original, | 
His friends. »Fvied him to go to Paris, affuring 'him he would not 
fail ofa condition there, if any conld be had in the world ; for' ſo the 
French call Paris. He goes to Rowen and fortunately meers with poſt 
horſes which were to be recurned, one of which he was' profftr*d to 
ride gratis only upon promiſe 'to help to dreſs them|'at nigh; And 
which was yet more fortunate he meets fevera) yolng En liſh” Getitfe- 
men with thew Governours going to 'Patis, to learn rheir Exercifes 
to fit them to goa woingat their return honie, who were infinity aty- 
bitious of his company, not doubting but'in thoſe tws' dayes travels 
they ſhould pump <Jr7 conſiderable things our of 'himi, both'a#to 
the Lap age and Cuftomy'of Fraxce, a 1d 1pon that account they did 
very willingly defray his charges OO PR 
They arrive at' Paris and” light in the Fanxburg St. Germain, the 


. 


quarter wherein generally the Engliſh lodge, near 'whom'alfo'our Dx 
Val! did earneftly deſire to plant himſelf, Not long after by the ih- 
terceſſion of ſome ofthe Engliſh, Gentlemen (for in this ctime'he had 
indear*d himſelf co them) he was admitted to run on ettants; all 'db 
the meaneſt offices at the St. Erprif inthe Re de Bokcherie., © Altouls 
in thofe dale; betwixt a Tavern, an Ale-hotfe, a Cooks ſhop antl a 
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Bawdy hauſe, and upon ſome ofthoſe accounts mich frequented by 
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the Engliſh his Patrons. In this condition he lived unblamably during 


ſome time, unleſs you eſteem it a fault to be ſcabby, and alittle given 


to filching qualities, very frequent In perſons of his Nation and con. 
dition. , | | 

The Reftauration of his Majeſty, which was in 1666. brought mul- 
titudes of all Nations into England to be ſpefators of our ſubilee,but 
more particularly it drein*d Paris of all the Engliſh there, asbeing 
moſt concern'd in {o great ahappinels ; one of them, a perſon of Qua- 
lity, entertained D# Vall as his ſervant, and bronght him over with 


him. | 

"What fortunes he ran through afterwatds, is known to every one, 
and how good a proficient he was in the laudable qualities of Gaming 
and making Love. Butone Vice he had which 1 cannot pardon him, 
berauſe *tis not of the French growth, but Northern and ungenteele, 
I mean that of drjnking ; for that very night he was ſarpriz'd he was 


overtaken. | ons I Gow 
By theſe courſes (for 1 dare not call them vices) he ſoon fell into 


want of money £@ maintain his port ; Thar, and his Stars, but chietly 


his.own yglour inclined him tg take the generous way of Padding ; in 
which he quickly became ſo famous, thar in a Proclamation for the ta- 
king --——_ notorious Highway-men, he had the honour to be na- 
- This is the place where I ſliould ſet down ſeveral of his exploits,bur 
I omit them, both as being welf known, and becauſe I caunot find in 
them more ingenuity than was praQtiſ*a before by Hind and Hannum, 
andſeveral,other meer Engliſh Thieves, : 
__ Yet, to do bjm right, one Story there is ay ſayours of Gallajitry, 
and I ſhould not be an honeſt Hiſtorian 1f 1 ſhould concesl it. | 
He with his Squadron overtakes a Coach which they had ſer over 
night, having intelligence of a booty of Four hundred pounds . in 3t 
In the Coach was a Knight, his Lady, and only one ſerving Maid, who 
perceiving five Horſemen making up to them, preſently imagin'd that 
they were beſet, and they were confirmed in this appre enſion, by ſee- 
ing them whiſper to one another, and ride backwards and forwards 
The Lady to ſhew ſhe was nct afraid, takes a Flageoſet cut of her 
pocket and playsz D# Vall takes the hint, plays alſo, and excellently 
yell, upon a Flageoter of bis own, and in this pcſture he tides up to 
the Coach fide. Sir, ſayes he to the perſon in the Coach, your Lady 
plays excellently, and I doubt nct not but that ſhe dances as well,will 
YO.1 
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you pleaſe to walk out of the Coach, and ler me have the honour to 
dance one Corant with her upon the Heath. Sir, faid the perfon in 


the Ccach, 1 dare not deny any thing to one of your quality and 


vg00d mind, you feem a Gentleman, and your requeſt is very reaſon- 
able 3 Which fail, the Lacquey opens the Boot , out comes the 
knight, D# Val! leaps lightly off his Horſe, and hands the Lady out 
of the Coach. They Danc'd, and hereit was that D#z Vall perfor- 


med marvels; the beſt Maſter in Lendon,except thoſe that are French, 


not being able to ſhew ſuch footing as he did in his great riding French 
Boots. The Dancing being over , he waits on the Lady to her Coach, 
as the Knight was going in, ſayes D# Vall to him, Sir, you have for- 
gotto pay the Muſick : No, I have not, replies the Knight, and put- 
ting his ha1d under the ſeat of the Coach, pulls out a hundred pound 
ina bag, and delivers it to him : Which D« Vall took with a very 
good grace, and courteouſly anſwerrd, Sir, You are liberal, and ſhall 
have no cauſe to repent. your being ſo; this liberality of yours - ſhall 
excuſe the other Three hundred pounds, and giving him the Word, 
that jt he met with any. more of the Crew he might paſs undifurb'd, 
he civilly takes his leave of him, 

This ſtory, I confeſs, juſtifies the great kindneſs the Ladies had for 
Du Vall; for in in this, as in an Epitome, are contain'd *all things that 
ſet off a man advantagioufly,, and makes him appear, as the phraſeis, 
much a Gentleman. Firſt, here was Valour, that he and but four more 
durſt aſſault a Knight, a Lady, a Waiting Gentlewoman, a Lacquey, 
a Groom that rid by to opep the Gates, and the Coachman, they be- 
ing fix to five, odds at Foot-ball ; and befides D# Vall had much the 
worlt cauſe,and reaſon to believe,that who ever ſhould arrive, would 
range themlelves on the Enemies party. Then he ſhewed his inventi- 
on and ſagacity that he could Szr le Champ, and without ſtudying, 
make that advantage of the Ladies playing on the Flageolet. He evi- 
denc'd his skill 11 inftrumenta] Mufick, by playing on his Flageo- 
let; in Vocal by his finging ; for (as | ſhonld have told you before) 
there being no Violins, Dz Vall ſung the Corant himſelf, He mani- 
feſted his agilicy of body, by )ightly difmounting off his horſe, and 
with eaſe and fredom getting up again, when he took his leave, his ex- 
cellent deportment, by his incomparable dancing, and his gracefal 
manner cf taking the hundred ound, his generoſtty Th taking no 
more, his Wit and Eloquence, and readineſs at Reparties, in the whole 
diſcourſe with the Knight and Lady, the greateſt part of which I have 
teen forced to omit, | ea gta 


And 
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And here (could I difpence with truth and impartiality, neceſſary 
ingredients of a good Hisſtory) I could come of with flyieg colours, 
leave D#V all in the Ladies boſomes, and not my ſelf our of a poſli- 
bility of ever being in fai our with any of them, 

Bur I muſt tell the ſtory of the Sucking-Botsle ; which, it it ſeem to 

his diſadvantage, ſet that other againſt it which I come from relating, 
The adventure of the Sucking-bottle was as follows. 
It happened another time, as D#x Vall was upon his Vocation of 
Robbing, on Black-Heath, he meets with a Coach richly fraught with 
Ladies of Quality, and with one Child who had a Silver Szchings 
bottle, he robs them rudely, takes away their Money, Watches, Rin:ts, 
and even the lictle Childs Szcking-botile : Nor would upon tle Ciilds 
tears, nor the Ladies earneſt interceſſion, be wrought upon to reſtore 
it5 till at laſt one of his Companions (whoſe name wiſh 1 could put 
down here, that he may find friends when he ſhall ftand in need of 
them) a good natured perſon (for the French are ſtrangers both to 
the name and thing) forced him to deliverit. 1 ſhall make no 1 e- 
fle&ions upon this ſtory, both becauſe I do not deſign to render him 
odiouy, or make this Pamphlert more prolix, 

The noiſe of the Proclamation, and the Rewards promie to thoſe 
who ſhould take any therein named, made Du Vell retire to France. 
At Ppris he lives highly, makes great boaſtings of the ſucceſs of his 
Armes and Amours nn England, proudly bragging, He could never in: 
counter with any of either ſex that could rehſt kim, He had not 
been long 1n France, but he had a fit of his old difeaſe, Want of Mo- 
ney, which he found to be much augmented by the thin air of France ; 
and therefore by the advice of his Phyſicians, leſt the diſeaſe ſhould 
ſeiſe upon his vitals, and make him lye by ir, he reſolves to cran{Þo; t 
himſelt into Ezgl/and ; which accordingly he did: For, in truth, the 
air of Frenee 1S not good for perſons of his conſtitution, it being the 
cuſtom there to travel in great Companies well armed, and with lictle 
money ; the danger of being refiſfted, and thedanger of being taken 
15 much greater there; and the Quarry much lefſe than in England 
for if by chance a Dapper Fellow with fine black eyes, and a white P(- 
ruke, be taken there, and found guilty of Robbing, a'l the' \Wo- 
men in the Town don'c preſently take the altarws and run to the King 
ro beg has life. 

To Erg/and he comes , but alas his Reign proves but ſhort, for 
within few Months after his return, before he had done any thing «t 
great glory or advantageto himſelf he fell inco che hands of Jultice, 
| | l.eing 
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being taken drunk at the Role in the Wall in Chandois fireets and 
well it was for the Baily and his men that he Was drunk, otherwie 
they had raſted of his proves 3 for he had in his pocket three piſtols, 
one whereof woula ſhoot twice, and by bis fide an Ercelient Sword, 
which managed by fuch a hand 2m} heart owſt without doube have 
dore wonders, Nay, 1 have heard ut atteſted by tho#e that knew how 
good a Marks man he was, and his excellent way of Fencing, that had 
he been ſober *twas impoſſible he could have killd lels than ten, They 
farther add, upon thee own knowledge he would have been cut as 
{mall as berbs fcr the Pot before he would have yielded ro the Baily 
of Weſtminſter, that is to ſay, he would have died in the place; had 
not ſome Great perſon been ſent ro him to whom he migbr with Fs- 
nour have delivered his Sword and himſelf. But taken he was, and 
that too 4 bon Marche, without the expence of blood or Frealire 
committed to Newgatr, Arraigned, Convited, Condemned, and on 
Friday Fay. 21. Executed at Tiburn in the 27th. year of bis Age 
(which number is made up of threetimes nine) and tefr behind hym' 
a fad inftance of the irrefiſftable influence of the Stars, and the fata» 
Iity of Clima&eieal years. 

There were a great company of Ladies, and thoſe not of the mean- 
eſt degree,that viſited him in priſon, intercedee fot his pardon, and 
accompanied him to the Gallows ; a Coreg of whoſe names I'have 
by me, nay, even of thoſe who witen they vifited him, durft not pull 
of their Vizards for fear of ſhewing their eyes ſwoln, and their cheeks 
blubber'd with tears. 

When I firft put pen to paper, 1 was in great indignation, and fully 
reſolved, nay, and I think I (wore, that I wontd Print this Muſter- 
role, But upon ſecond thoughts and calmer confderations, 1 have 
alter'd my fierce 1eſolution, partly becaufe I would not do my Nati- 
tion ſo great a diſgrace, and eſpecially that part of it tro whom I am 
ſo intirely devoted. But principally becauſe I hoped milder phyfick 
might cure them of this French difesſe, of this inordmate Appetite to 
| Muſhromes, of this Degenerous deating upon Strangers, | 

After he had hang*ga convenient time, he was cut down, and by 
perſons well dreſPd, carried into a Mourning Coachg and fo convey- 
ed to the Tangier Tavern in St, Gile's, where he lay in State all thae 
night, the Room hung with black gloath, the Hearſe cover'd with 
Scutcheons, eight wax Tapers burningy as many tall Gentlemen with 
long black Cloaks attending ; Mum was the word, great filenceex- 
peRed from all that viſited, forfear of diſturbing this ſleeping Lion 
And this Ceremony had. laſted much longer, had not one of the 


Judges 
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Judges (whoſe name I muſt not "£98 here ſeaſt lie ſhould incurre 
the difpleaſure of the Ladies) ſent te diſturb this Pageantry. Bur | 
I dare ſet down a mark whereby?you may gueſs at him, *Tis one bes 
twixt whom and the Highway-men theres little love loſt, one who 


Y 


_tliought the Filox had honour enough done him, that he was not bu- 
ried under the Gallows. 

This Story of lying in State ſeem'd to me ſo improbable, and ſuch 
an audacious mocquerie of the Laws, that, till Thad it again, and a- 
gain from ſeveral Gentlemen who had the curioſity to ſee him, I durſt 
not put it down here for fear of being accounted a notorious Lyers 
The night was ſtormy -and rainy, as if the heavens had ſympathiz*d 
with the Ladiec, and eccboed again their ſighs, and wept over again their 
tearſs 

As they were undrefling him, inorder to his lying is State, one of 
his Friends pnt his hands 1n bis pocket, 3nd found therein the Speech 
which he intended to have made, written with a veiy fairhand; A 
Copy whereof] have with mich eoft and induftry procured, and yet 
do freely make ic publick, becaufe I would nct have any thing want- 
ing in this Narration. TE 


DU LV ALLS Speech. 


I Should be very ingrateful (which amongſt perſons of honour is a 
greater crime than that for which I dye) fhould I not acknowledge 
my obligation to you fair Englyſh Ladies.-- 1 could .not.have hoped 
that a perſon of my Nation, birth, education and condition, could 
have had ſo many and powerful'charms to captivate you all, and to tye 
yov fo firmly to my intereſt, that you hay: not abaador'd in diſtreſs or 
or 1n priſon, that you have accompanied me to this phce of Death, of 
Ionominins Death, | | Fo A 
From the experience cf your true loves Tſpeak'it, nay, kiow | 
ſpeak your hearts, you cold be content to dye with me now, and (ever 
bere, could you be aſſured of enjoymg your beloved D# Vall in':the 
other world, Sb: | BY 
How mightily and generonſly have you rewarded my little ferviees? 
Shall ] ever fotget that univerfal conſternation amongſt + you: when 1 
B 2 | was 
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Mourners, moſt whereof we 
middle Ile in Covent-Garden Church under a plain white marble 


(12) 
was taken, your f; equent, your chargeable viſits to me at Newgate, 


your ſhreeks, your [ſwoonings when I was Condemned, your zealous 


interceſſion and importunity for my pardon ? | 

You could not have «reel faiter pillars of honour and reſpe& to 
me, had f Leen a Hercales, and could have got fifty ſons in a nghe. 

It has been the misforzine of ſeveral Engliſh Gentlemen in the 
times of the late Uſurpation to dieat this place upon the Honoura» 


bleſt occaſion that ever pre{ented its (elf, the indeavouring to reſtore 


their Exil'd Sovereign: Gentlemen indeed, who had ventured their 
lives, and |c their Eſtates in the ſervice of their Prince; but they 
all died unlamented and unintercedel for, becauſe they were Engliſh, 
How much greater therefore is my obligation, whom you love better 
than your own Country men, better than your own dear Husbands ? 
Nevertheleſs Ladies it does nt grive me chat your interceſſion for my 
life prov'd ineffe&ual 3 For now I ſhall dye with little pain, a health- 
ful body, and I hope a prepared mind. For my Confeffor has ſhewed 
me the evill of thy way, and wrought inme a true repentance, wit- 
nels theſe tears, theſe unſeigned tears. Had you prevail'd for my life, 
I miift in gratitude have devoted it wholly to you, which yet woula 
have been but ſhore, for had you been ſound I ſhould have ſoon dyed 


 of-a-Conſumption, if otherwiſe of the P O X. 


He was buried with many Flambeanx, and a numerous train of 
of the beautifull Sexs He lies in the 


ſtone, whereon are curiouſly ingrav*d the. Du Valls Arms, and under 
them written in black this Epitaph, 


e_ 


DU VALLS Epitaph, 


HE: lies Du Vall : Reader if Male thou art, 
Look to thy purſe ; if Female, to thy Heart. 

Much bavock, bas be made of both : For all 

Men be made ftand, and Women he made fall- 

The Second Conquerour of the Norman Race, 

Knights to his Arms did yield, and Ladies to bis Face 


. Old Tiburns Glory, Englands Tilauftrious Thief, 
Du Vall tbe Ladies Foy, Du Vall the Ladies Grief, 
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| The Amthors Apology why be conceals bis 


Name. 


Ome there are withont donbt, that will look npon this harm- 
-leſ» Pawphletas a libell, and inveRive Satyre ; becauſe the 
Author has not put his Name to it, But the Book-ſellers 
printing bis true name, and place of abode, wipes of that obje&ion. 
Bucif any perſcn be , et ſo curious as to inquire after me, | can | 
= i” aſſure him | have conjured the Stattoner not to declare my Name fo 
much as to his own Wife : not that ] am aſhamed of the defign, no, 
I glory in it, nor much of the manrer of writing, for I have ſeen 
books with the Autho:s names to them not much better written; 
neither do I fear I ſhould be proud if the book takes, and: creſt-faln 
if, ic ſhould” not, I am not a peiſon, of ſuch atender conſtitution, 
Valeat res Ludicra, fi me Palma negata macrum, donata reducat opimum. 
But upon other preſſing and important reaſons, though I am reſolved 
not to be known, yet 1 intend to give you- ſome account of my ſelf 
enough to exenipe me from being ſo pitifull and inconfiderable a 
fellow, as poſſibly ſome incenſed Females may endeavour to repreſent 
mes ; | 
1 was bred a Scholar, but let nonereproach me with it, for lhave 
no more Learning left than what may become a well-bred Gentle- 
man. TI have had the opportunity ( if nor the a.lvantage ) of ſeeing 
all Frence and Italy very particularly, Germany and the Spaniſh Ne- 
therlands enpaſſant. 1 have walkt a Corant in the hands of Monſieur 
Provoſts the French Kings Dancing Maſter, and ſeveral rimes puſht at 
the Plaſtron of Monfieur Filbsy le views, Now I hope theſe qualities 
joyn'd with a white Peruke are ſufficient to place any perſon hors de la 
portee out of the reach of contempr. 
At my return from France, 1 was adviſed by my Friends to ſettle 
my ſelf in the world, that is to marry ; when I went firſt amongſt the 
| Ladies upon that account, found them very obliging,and as I thonghe 
coming. I wondred mightily what might be the reaſon could make 
| meſo acceptable, but afterwards found twas the ſent of Frunce which 
was then ftrovg upon nie, for according as that perfume decayed my 
Miſtrefſes grew colder and.colder.. | 
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But that which aq, 7 en me into o_ e, Was | ns following Ac» 
cident, Being once inthe Gompany of {ame Ladiesammegſt oth 
courſes wed dpon the othhurfSh BAI &c che! PrbbM ad EYpLÞ 
Nation 3 And here it was that. I very imprudeatly maintained even 
againſt my Miſtreſs, That @ Frent "L2tquey was not ſo good as an Engliſh 
Gentleman, The Scene was immediately chang'd, they all lookt upon 
me with anger and diſdain, they faid I was unworthy of that little 
breeding 1 had acquwed, of that ſmall parcel of wit ( for tiey wonld 
not ha ve me eſteemed a meer fool, becauſe Thad been ſo often in 
theie Company ,) which yature had beſtowed nwpon me, ſince I made 
ſol) uſe.of it as to:maintein fuch Paradaxes, My Miftrefs for eve: 
forbids me the Houſe, and. the:next day ſends mie my Letters, and 
demands her own, bidd:g me pickup a Wife at the Plow-tail, for twas 
:mpoſſible any woman welbred would ever caſt her eyes upon me. 

Ichought this diſgrace would have brought. me to my grave, it im- 
paired my. health, robb'd me of my good humviur. I retired from 
2} Company as well-ofiymedy as: of women andhave liv'd a Solitary 
melancholy life, and continued -a Batchelour to this day, 

I repented heartily, that at my return from my travels Tdid not 
Pur my:(elf into a Livery; and in 'that habit go and ſeek Entertain- 
ment at fore, great njans:houſe ; for*cwas. impoſſible bur good mutt 
have acrived $0 mefrom (a:doing--/* Fwass /z maids ico heave French 

Servants, and no perſon of Quality but eſteemed ic a diſgrace if the 
-had not ewo'ot three of chat Nation in(his Retinue:s fo that'll Hall no 
reaſon'to fear but that 1 ſhould ſoon find a Conditions 4 
After I had-infinuated amy (elf into one of theſe [houſes, | had uſt 
reaſon toexpe (if I.conld have concealed ny (elf. from being vn 
Engliſh man _) that ſfomeiyoung Lady with's great 'Potrion' ſhould run 
away with me, and then lhad been made *for. ever. - Brit if Thad 
followed bail courſes, and'robb'd upon the-high-way, as 'the 'Subje&t 
of this Hiſtory did, I might have expected the ſame civilities in priſon, 
the ſame interceſſion; for my life ; and if thoſethad not prevaiNd,'the 
ſame glorious death, lzing' in: State 1n Tangier Tavern, 'and being em- 
balm'd in the Ladies tears, .: And who. is there worthy the natne'vf 
man, that would not prefer ſicha death before a-mean ſolitary arid 
inglorious life ? | 
| deſign but two things in the writing this book, :one is that the 
next French man thatis'bang'd, may not caufe'an tiproar in thisInype- 
rial City, which I doubt not but 1 kaveeffeted, 7 "THEE. 
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® The other is much a harder task,co ſet my Country men on even 

5 tzrms with the French as to the Engliſh Ladies affeftions : If 1 ſhould 

' b ing this about, 1 ſhould eſteem my ſelf to have contributed much 
to the good of this Kingdom. 

One Remedy there 15s which poſlibly may conduce ſomething to- 

wards It. 

1 have heard that there is a new invention of transfufing the blood 
of one Animal into another, and that it has been experimented by 
| putting the blood of a ſheep into an Engliſh man» T am againſt that 

way of experiments, for ſhould we make all Engliſh mer, ſeep, we 

ſhould (oon be a prey to the Loxwre, 
. I think 1can propolethe making that experiment a more advan- 
tageous Way, T would have all Gentlemen who have been a full 
year, or more, out of France, be let blood weekly, or oftner if thc 
can bear it ; mark how much they bleed, transfule ſo much French 
Lacqueys blood into them,Repleniſh rheſe laſt out of the Engliſh foot- 
men, for *tis no matter what becomes of them. Repeat ;this Ope- 
ration Totzes Qz917es, and in proceſs of time you'l find this Event, Ei- 
ther the Engliſh Gentlemen will be as much belov'd as che French Lac- 
queys, or the French Lacqueys as little eſteemed as the Engliſh Gentle= 
men. 

But to conclude my Apology, I have certainly great reaſon to con- 
ceal my name, for if 1ſuffer'd ſo everely for only {| peaking one word 
tm a private Company, what Puniſhment will be great enough for a 
Relapj*d Heretick publiſhing a book to the lame purpole? I muſt cer- 
tainly do as that Iriſh Gentleman, that let a ſcape in the preſence. of 
his Miſtreſs, run my Country, ſhave my head, and bury my felt in a 
Monalteiy, if there be any charitable enough to harbour a perſon 
guilty of ſuch heinous Crimes, 


— 
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